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As a college student you can take control of your life and work towards building an exciting international career in the field of your choice. Imagine working for 
UNESCO in Paris, on an AIDS project in Togo, as a foreign trade intern at an embassy in Madrid, or being a student in Copenhagen. Whether you spend a 
lifetime working and living overseas or you go abroad just once, you should actively consider taking the plunge. There are thousands of opportunities available 
�D�Q�G���\�R�X���F�D�Q���J�H�W���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�D�U�H�H�U���E�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Q�R�Z�����Z�K�L�O�H���\�R�X�¶�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O�����:�K�\���V�K�Ruld you? Because going 
international is just plain life-changing! Read on and consider the tips presented below: 

RIDE THE WAVE OF THE NEW GLOBAL ECONOMY  

In the new global economy, millions of cross-border relationships are being 
built in all sectors of the economy. A new workforce is emerging to manage 
these relationships and its members have a new currency �± a clearly 
�G�H�I�L�Q�D�E�O�H���V�H�W���R�I���³�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�N���V�N�L�O�O�V���´���$�U�H���\�R�X���S�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U�Velf for this 
new global reality? 
If you want to participate in the global economy, you need to build cross-
cultural experience now�����Z�K�L�O�H���\�R�X�¶�U�H���D�W���F�R�O�O�H�J�H�����0�R�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V��
start their careers in the same place: they study abroad, learn a foreign 
language, travel extensively, intern abroad, and take international courses. 
The lesson here is that you need to gain exposure �W�R���R�W�K�H�U���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�����7�K�D�W�¶�V��
how you can become proficient in dealing with people who have different 
perspectives from you. 
Here are 24 ways to gain international experience and start building your 
international personality while still in school: 

GAIN INTERN ATIONAL EXPERIENCE ON CAMPUS  

1. Acquire a Passport: It can take many weeks to process a passport 
�D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���X�Q�O�H�V�V���\�R�X���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���K�D�Y�H���R�Q�H�����\�R�X���F�D�Q�¶�W���J�R���D�E�U�R�D�G���R�Q���V�K�R�U�W��
notice. So get one now, even if you are unsure about future travel. 

2. Read international news: You need to have an international 
understanding of the social, political, and economic aspects that affect the 
world. Read international magazines and learn to locate the 194 countries 
�L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����(�G�L�W�R�U�¶�V���D�G�Y�L�F�H�����U�H�D�G��The Economist every week. 

3. Enroll in internationally oriented courses: Take a course with an 
international focus in your field or in a completely separate field. Having 
three of four internationally focused courses looks great on a resume.  

4. Befriend foreign students: Have coffee with them regularly and you will 
learn much about their cultural habits. Practice your foreign language skills. 
Join in with foreign students at social events as your relationships with 
them progress. Invite them to visit your family, and try to visit them in their 
�K�R�P�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����S�H�U�K�D�S�V���R�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���E�U�H�D�N�������-�R�L�Q���\�R�X�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V��

�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���E�X�G�G�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� You may be surprised when you 
find yourself learning about your own culture, too! 

5. Join international clubs: There are many student groups on campus 
with a specific international focus. Take on positions of leadership and try 
to gain experience managing programs in an international setting. Gain 
awareness about international organizations and how they work. 

6. Network with international experts: Find internationally-focused 
people who can open doors for you. Associate yourself with professors 
doing international research. Write inquisitively to international experts 
who have impressed you. Plan to write essays that allow you to engage 
in conversations with NGO managers or civil servants at the 
state/provincial and federal levels in your field. Call up a long-lost cousin 
who is abroad, and get yourself invited to stay with him/her for a 
semester abroad. 

7. Join multi-ethnic student work teams: Seek out international students 
on your campus to complete class projects or organize events. This is a 
valuable and easy way to show employers that you have been 
successful in a cross-cultural work environment. Ramp up the value of 
this experience by getting permission from your professors to put 
together a class project with students located abroad. By using internet 
technology to organize such a group, you can legitimately write on your 
resume that you managed an international research project and team. 

8. Participate in international conferences or events: Attend or 
volunteer as an organizer for any type of international conference being 
held on your campus (or abroad). Search the web for opportunities with 
international conferences relating to your field of interest in your city or 
region, as well as internationally. Target professional organizations, 
�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���J�U�R�X�S�V�����R�U���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V�����:�K�D�W�¶�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���L�V���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K��
international participants and acquire international skills. 

 

24 WAYS TO HELP YOU GO INTERNATIONAL  

While on Campus, While Studying Abroad, & Abroad Outside of College 


